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Jill Warne (Left), not in frame here is her boot on your neck. Kevin Pine (Right), who has left this
house for the outdoors, declaring "shelters don't work!".

Coming in to the winter of 2020 Chehalis River Mutual Aid Network started
serving meals in Zelasko Park and began to form relationships with many of
the people experiencing homelessness in our town. We learned how
inadequate the services offered were in reality and not on paper. We learned
that the shelters in town treated people like children, placing restrictions on
people heavy enough that many decided to avoid them altogether. We learned
the ins and outs of the cold weather shelter and TASL. One need has shown
itself time and time again, and that is the need for a real shelter location.
For more background on this issue read our past coverage of the shelter
proposed by Chaplains on the Harbor. Grays Harbor commissioners have
been holding this project up ever since it came up for approval. Their most
recent meeting on Tuesday April 20 involved no action on the part of two of
the commissioners. This author was not in attendance, but one member of
Chehalis River Mutual Aid Network did attend and gave this report back:

Grays Harbor Commissioners met on Tuesday 4/20 and on the
agenda to discuss was the Chaplains on the Harbor bid for a 44
bed Shelter for Aberdeen. However, commissioners Jill Warren
and Kevin Pine through their non action, created NO progress for
our community members sleeping on the streets. Instead Kevin
shared that “Shelters don’t work.” Which is really confusing
because the urgent need & solution is pretty simple. Humans
sleeping on concrete. A shelter takes them up off the ground &
gives them safety. Kevin, how does that “not work”? Leaving
OUR people on the streets is a better option? Jill? Seriously… 44
beds that’s it. That would cover a very small amount of what is
actually needed yet silence is what you had to give us all?
One commissioner showed up & spoke up on behalf of PUBLIC
SAFETY & THE PEOPLE which was appreciated by many. A
statement was read into the public record signed by 124 of
“Aberdeen’s finest”. It wasn’t a surprise that none of their
concerns were the health, safety or well-being of the population
dying on our streets but instead they were focused on money and
retaliation. It’s also not a surprise that their narrative fits Jill’s and
Kevin’s. You know Jim Walsh, Jill, Kevin, same thing. When the
City & it’s citizens support something fully, a qualified
organization meets the requirements to handle it, the state hands
over 1.1 Million dollars to fund it and still these two took no
action. That’s not only reckless and inhumane, it shows as clear
as day the people they are serving and it sure as shit is not the
population of Grays Harbor.
When we have people with this control putting politics above
whether people live or die, it’s a huge issue, a life and death issue.
We can’t be quiet about the inhumane treatment of our neighbors.
This is our home, all of us together. When someone is hungry,
you add another seat at the table. You don’t kick them while they
are starving and make them watch you eat.
This inaction on the part of the commissioners raises quite a few new hurdles
for the project going forward. One hurdle is clearly funding, those behind the
proposed shelter will undoubtedly start looking at legal recourse as well as
alternative funding options and will update us as news comes in. Our group is
far more limited in its funding options, but the city does own many plots of
vacant or otherwise unproductive land, including the original river side

Here is the form letter we asked our supporters to send to the commissioners:

Grays Harbor County Commissioners Vicki Raines, Jill Warne,
and Kevin Pine,
My name is __________________________________________
and I have been a resident of Grays Harbor for _____ years. I am
writing today in support of Chaplains on the Harbor opening a
shelter. I am currently not living in ideal circumstances and have
been surviving by sleeping
_____________________________________________________
_________________________. (Examples: outside, at the shelter,
in my car, with friends) I started living this way _____
years/months ago because
_____________________________________________________
_______________________________________. This situation
was brought on by
_____________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________
_________________. I hope that with stable housing where I feel
welcomed and supported I can (goals)
_____________________________________________________
________. I have been trying to
______________________________, and I think I can reach that
goal when I have the security of having a safe place to be where
people accept me. I support Chaplains on the Harbor opening a
shelter space in Grays Harbor because the people who work there
have been where I am. They know what I go though. Also, they
have been out here on the street helping us in every way they can
for a long time. I know I can count on them because they have
been there for me.
Sincerely, __________________________________

allows for more varied and consistent harassment by non state actors, filling
in the gaps of what an on duty officer can’t always get away with. The police
do their fair share of terrorizing though, make no mistake. Our friends outside
often describe the disregard and cruelty shown to them by law enforcement.
These factors and more contribute to the growing criminalization of the
unhoused, the poor, the neuro-diverse, the transient, and the addicted. All
groups with a long and particularly telling history of criminalization,
dehumanization, and genocide. All groups that still, unlike Jewish people or
LGBTQIAX+ people, are able to be fully dehumanized without such a person
being called an out and out bigot. Groups that don’t enjoy the status of a
protected class or group in terms of discrimination guidelines either.
The case of Martin v. City of Boise found that the City of Boise’s
enforcement of ordinances prohibiting camping, sleeping, or lying in public
violated the Eighth Amendment ban on cruel and unusual punishment if an
individual does not have a meaningful alternative (such as space in a shelter
or a legal place to camp). We discussed in our previous article on SOAP’s
incursions into people’s private homes, that the courts have rules that even if
your home is a tent, you still enjoy the same rights to privacy anyone else
does.

property. A second hurdle is the rising threat of far right fascists and their
escalating threatening and harassment of the unhoused and their advocates. A
third hurdle is the contingent that has arisen in opposition to the unhoused
population. These people are on an escalating trajectory of violence,
including documenting and publicizing known camp locations, drive by
harassment of unhoused people, threats and harassment of folks at the needle
exchange, and now formations of a “neighborhood watch”. 124 of them
signed onto a letter to be read into the record at the meeting as follows with
notes by this author in red.
Dear Commissioners Pine, Raines, and Warne,
With respect to the amount of money being requested (no one is
requesting any money, the county requested a proposal and just
happened to receive these funds earmarked for this very purpose)
and/or allocated for the homeless issue and associated shelter and
housing projects, we, the undersigned, do hereby respectfully
request that a financial audit be performed between CCAP, Grays
Harbor County Public Health and the Housing Program, as well
as any other relevant parties and recipients of grant funds. (CCAP
has nothing to do with this project and they don’t even mention
Chaplains on the Harbor)

Sources:

We ask that the following inquiries be addressed:

https://mrsc.org/Home/Stay-Informed/MRSC-Insight/June-2019/
Homelessness-and-the-Limits-of-Enforcement.aspx

Which individuals and/or entities are making the decision on
what grants to apply for (the funding for this comes from the
federal CARES Act, through WA state Dept of Commerce, and
approved by the county, this is what this money is for) and what
are the qualifications for and the process of selecting which
individuals and groups are “housing stakeholders”? (this is two
different questions) (housing stakeholders refers to individuals
experiencing homelessness, housing providers, landlords, local
government, law enforcement, faith communities, schools,
behavioral health, and social service providers. anyone who has a
stake in the housing needs of the area)

https://nlchp.org//wp-content/uploads/2018/10/Housing-Not-Handcuffs.pdf
https://www.aclu-wa.org/homelessness
https://www.aclu-wa.org/story/washington-court-rules-even-if-your-hometent-you-have-right-privacy-inside-it
https://www.aclu-wa.org/news/aclu-wa-asks-court-halt-seattle%E2%80%99sillegal-seizure-and-destruction-unhoused-peoples-property
https://www.aclu-wa.org/docs/letter-municipalities-regarding-recentdevelopments-questioning-constitutionality-many
2005 10-year Plan to End Homelessness
2010 Update

What process and/or guidelines are in place to prevent conflicts
of interest between “housing stakeholders”, public housing
entities, county leadership, and grant recipients? (for a detailed

look at the processes that go on when planning projects like this check out
this easily Googleable document from the county)
Who decides contractor qualifications for grant funding
recipients? (these are long standing processes that State
representatives and Senators should probably be aware of)
Is it appropriate for Grays Harbor County leadership to enter into
ANY agreement with any kind of entity that has a history of suing
parties involved? (why on earth would that matter? This is an
organization that has been advocating for these issues for a long
time and that often includes suing governments who don’t care
about their residents)
What is the oversight and reporting process on how money is to
be, and ultimately, how it is spent and by whom? (this is all likely
to be determined at the next step in the process being held up by
the commission, the actual contract, budgeting, staffing, etc.)
We appreciate your prompt response on this matter.
(these folks seem to think this is the wild west where no laws
apply, no records will be kept, and the nightmarish bureaucracy
of paperwork, documentation, and data collection typical of
government won’t apply…eye roll forever)
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To be clear, this is not a project ran in any way by this network, but we do
support this population of people and in turn we support this project and the
general work of Rev Sarah Monroe and Chaplains on the Harbor. That said,
we are an autonomous network capable of operating in spaces and ways that
institutions and non-profits are not. We must be willing to use this fact to our
advantage.
Now is the time to leverage our shared values of autonomous direct action
and self-determination into creating a community of resistance to state and
right wing violence. We cannot allow the state to simply refuse the very
ability to survive from us. We can no longer rely on these institutions to bring
about the world we desire, we must take this into our own hands and stop
asking for permission. We will continue to work with our friends on the
streets, organizing to make people more safe and secure. We must put forth a
united front against the rise of fascism with all those willing to work with us
to this end.
If we do not do something, and soon those experiencing homelessness in this
town face increasing threats and harassment at the hands of the police, as
well as non-state fascists, and the run of the mill NIMBYs. Each section here
needs the others, supports the others, and complements the others. The
Karens, Kellies, and Kaceys of the world, the NIMBYs (not in my backyard)
put a pretty mask on the agenda while making public appearances and
excursion into faux community clean up actions. The fascists, and these two
overlap quite a bit, go out and actually harass or attack the people being
dehumanized by the NIMBYs. They use the information obtained by the
NIMBY scouts to target this campaign of terror. The police, who have the
most interactions with and knowledge of the people being targeted can
provide this information to the other sections if its not widely known. This

